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THE NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW
Doris Gates
This Number of The Nebraska
Bird Review is the beginning of the
Twenty-fifth Volume. The actual
date of Volume I, Number 1 is
January 20, 1933, and Myron H.
Swenk was its Editor. The first
article is entitled, "Observations on
the Number of Birds to the Square
Mile in Custer County," by J. l.V(.
Bates. This is a rather modern
sounding title, and it is unique in
that the article was written before
January 24, 1903, when Rev. Bates
read it at the Fourth Annual Meeting of The Nebraska Ornithologists'
Union. In a footnote, Swenk says,
"It is now published (with some
slight editorial reVISIOns as to
names), not only because of its
interest as an early census effort in
Nebraska, but to be available as a
basis of comparison should any
N. O. U. member find an opportunity
to resurvey, after thirty years'
interval, this five miles of road
southwest of Callaway."
From the Letter of Information
No. 67 (October 10, 1932) we learn
that choosing a name for the new
publication was carried out in a
very democratic way. All members
were invited' to submit a suggestion
and those that were independently
chosen more than once were as follows: The Meadowlark, Nebraska
:Birds,
Nebraska
Bird
Bulletin,
N. O. U. Bulletin, Nebraska Bird
Life, Nebraska Bird Notes, Nebraska
Bird Quarterly, N. O. U. Quarterly
and Nebraska Bird Review. It was
noted that the words "Nebraska" and
"Bird" appeared quite often in these
suggestions, and the officers them-

selves finally settled upon the name
The Nebraska Bird Review.
Volume I Number 1 has "General
Notes" very much as· the present
Review, and interestingly enough,
the bird which takes the most space
seems to be the Pine Grosbeak. The
first number has a section of "Announcements and Comments," and
a section of "Here and There with
the N. O. U. Members." It has a
list of the publications of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union since
the date of its organization December 16, 1899. Names of the "Retiring
Presidents" and the dates and places
of meetings to 1933 are given.
The Nebraska Bird Review was
published as a quarterly from 1933
to 1937 (VoL I-V) and then became
a semi-annual publication from 1938
to 1948 (Vol. VI-XVI). In 1949 a
'single Number was published (Vol.
XVII) and with Vol. XVIII (1950)
The Nebraska Bird Review again
became a quarterly as it is at this
time.

The name of Myron H. Swenk
first appeared as "Editor" on the
Proceedings of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union in 1908 and' much
of the Nebraska material published
from that time until his death in
July of 1941 came under his influence in one way or another. He
held offices in the N. O. U. almost
continuously from the first office
he held in 1903 until he died.
Fred W. Haecker filled the unexpired term of Editor-Custodian in
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1941 and was elected to that post
each year until 1947 when he became Associate Editor largely because he had moved from the state,
to
Kemmerer,
Wyoming.
Edson
Fichter was Editor for two years
and then he was elected President
but before his term expired, he had
moved to Idaho.

William F. Rapp, Jr., became
Editor in 1949 and was assisted by
Mrs. Rapp. In 1953 Henry Baumgarten officially became Assistant
Editor. Due to the pressure of other
work, Rapp resigned effective in
April, 1955, at which time the
present Editor and Assistant Editor
assumed their duties.
Major articles are important to
a publication but those who send in
a few notes from time to time are
really the backbone of an organization. When one flips through the
pages of twenty-five volumes of
The Nebraska Bird Review he- is
likely to see such names as Mrs.
Lily Ruegg Button, Mrs. George W.
Trine, Mrs. Paul Heineman, Mrs.
H. C. Johnston, Mrs. A. M. Jones,
and Mrs. A. H. Jones; the Ellsworths, Callaways, and Townes; the
Viehmeyers, A. A. Adams, and Seaburys; L. H. Watson, L. O. Hor3ky,
Harold
Benckeser,
Cyrus
Black,
William Y oungworth, and many
others too numerous to mention. The
Wilson Touts, A. H. Brookings, Earl
Glandons, George Hudson and Harry
Weakly have literally sent pages of
material to the Review.
The status of The Nebraska Bird
Review today-whatever that status
may be--is not due entirely, or
probably even in major part, to its
editors, but to the bird students
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over the state and even outside the
state who have made careful observations and sent their findings
to the editors.
The Review is only the recent part
of the long history of publications
from the state. With the beginning
of
the
Nebraska
Ornithologists'
Union, publications began. PToceedings of the Nebraska Ornithologists'
Union appears in six volumes beginning with 1900 and e-nding with
1915. Robert H. Wolcott edited
Volumes I, II, and III (1900-1902),
and Swenk edited Volumes IV (19031907), V (1908-1910), and VI (19111915). Nebraska material was published in the Wilson Bulletin from
1916 to 1924, and from 1925 to 1932
the mimeographed Letters of Information appeared.
Outstanding names in the Proceedings (and some since) are Lawrence
Bruner, I. S. TrostleI', E. H. Barbour,
Elizabeth Van Sant, R. H. Wolcott,
Charles Fordyce, August Eiche, F.
H. Shoemaker, J. T. Zimmer, Mrs.
A. E. Sheldon, D. C. Hilton, and
others. It is surprising to note that
some of the early work was concentrated on northwestern Nebraska.
John T. Zimmer, Merritt Cary, M. A.
Carriker, R. W. Dawson, and Lawrence Bruner all did at least some
collecting in Dawes and Sioux
Counties, especially west and north
of Crawford and some south. Other
areas were studied well, too. A. L.
Child kept a 23 year record at Plattsmouth, and, as read by R. H. Wolcott
in the first meeting of N. O. U.,
Child reported that in 1858 the first
Robin was seen March 22. In 20
years, the average first date was
March 16. In the same year the first
House Wren was seen April 27, and
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the average first date over 24 years
was April 28. Swenk and Zimmer
reported on the birds of southwestern Nebraska. Zimmer reported on
the birds of the forest reserve in
Thomas County. In 1902 Swenk
reported on the birds that winter
in Nebraska. He stated that about
a fourth of the annual number of
kinds might be found here in winter.
In 1901 BruneT listed 203 kinds of
birds that nest in Nebraska and
100 more that probably or possibly
do. R. H. Wolcott reported on
migration records.
Thus, we in Nebraska Ornithology
have a good heritage in published
material. Swenk even studied history
quite carefully and reported kinds
of birds seen by members of the
Long expedition and others.
Probably there are three major
accomplishments of the Review and
its predecessors. One is the Spring

Migration and Occurrence Report
which now covers a period of 32
years. Another is the publication of
the Check-List of the Birds of N ebraska in 1945 which was revised
later in the same year. A new CheckList is to be published in the near
future. The third accomplishment
includes a.ll the items which increase
the general knowledge of the birds
which occur at least at some time
in the central part of the United
States. There are many other things
to be accomplished. One is to learn
the last date of occurrence of birds
in the state (fall migration), and
another is to learn more about which
birds positively nest in the state.
Bird populations are certainly anything but static, and learning about
their distribution and numbers as
we.ll as their behavior remains a
constant challenge.

OFFICERS
At the organizational meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union
on December 16, 1899, the following officers were elected: President,
Lawrence Bruner; Vice-Preside'nt, 1. S. TrostleI'; Recording Secretary, R. H.
Wolcott; Corresponding Secretary, W. D. Hunter; Executive Committee,
J. R. Bonwell, Charles Fordyce, and J. M. Bates. Before the meeting adjourned other officers were elected for the ensuing year. Following are the
officers according to years and the dates and places of meetings:
Place and Date
President
Vice-President
Lincoln, Dec. 16, 1899 1. S. TrostleI'
Caroline Stringer
Omaha, Jan. 12, 1901
E. H. Barbour
Elizabeth Van Sant
Lincoln, Feb. 1, 1902
J. M. Bates
Mrs. Geo. H. Payne
Lincoln, Jan. 24, 1903
F. H. Shoemaker
Anna E. Caldwell
Linwln, Jan. 30, 1904
R. H. Wolcott
Mrs. C. S. Lobingier
Omaha, Dec. 31, 1905
Wilson Tout
Agnes M. Dawson
Lincoln, Dec. 29, 1906
S. R. Towne
Mrs. Geo. H. Payne
Lincoln, Jan. 19, 1907
Myron H. Swenk
Emily Wood
Bellvue, May 8, 1908
August Eiche
Jeanette McDonald
Lincoln, May 14, 1909
H. B. Duncanson
Joy Higgins
Peru, Apr. 29, 1910
Louis Sessions
Mrs. A. E. Sheldon
Lincoln, May 5, 1911
H. B. Lowry
Mrs. Lowrie Childs
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Lincoln, May 10, 1912
D. C. Hilton
Lincoln, May 9, 1913
Lawrence Bruner
Lincoln, May 15, 1914
T. C. Stephens
Omaha, May 7, 1915
R. W. Dawson
Omaha, May 5, 1916
R. H. Wolcott
Lincoln, May 4, 1917
C. E. Mickel
Omaha, May 10, 1918
A. M. Brooking
Hastings, May 9, 1919
C. A. Black
Lincoln, May 14, 1920
H. B. Lowry
Omaha, May 13, 1921
H. Hapeman
Lincoln, May 19, 1922
Mrs. Addison E. Sheldon
Fairbary, May 11, 1923 R. H. Wolcott
Lincoln, May 9, 1924
R. H. Wolcott
Superior, May 8, 1925
Mrs. C. W. McCaskiH
Omaha, May 14, 1926
C. K. Hart
Hastings, May 13, 1927 L. H. Watson
Lincoln, May 11, 1928
Mrs. A. H. Jones
Sioux City, Iowa, May 10, 1929
Mary St. Martin
Omaha, May 16, 1930
F. G. Collins
Lincoln, May 15, 1931
L. O. Horsky
Hastings, May 13, 1932 Susie' Callaway
Fairbury, May 12, 1933 Mrs. L. H. McKillip
Omaha, May 18, 1934
Mary Ellsworth
Sioux City, Iowa, May 10, 1935
.
L. M. Gates
North Platte, May 15, 1936
Mrs. H. C. Johnston
Hastings, May 21, 1937 Harry E. Weakly
Superior, May 13, 1938 Geo. E. Hudson
North Platte, May 12, 1939
Fred Eastman
Omaha, May 10, 1940
Fred W. Haecker
Hastings, May 9, 1941 Mrs. Wilson Tout
Omaha, May 16, 1942
R. Allyn Moser
1943, no meeting
Hastings, May 13, 1944 Mrs. A. M. Brooking
1945, no meeting
Lincoln, May 10, 1946
R. Allyn Moser
North Platte, May 23, 1947
R. Allyn Moser
Sioux City, Iowa, May 15, 1948
R. Allyn Moser
Lincoln, Ma:), 6; 1949
Edson Fichter
Chadron, May 20, 1950
Adrian C. Fox,
North Platte, May 11, 19'51
Doris Gates
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Edith Tobitt
Joy Higgins
Mrs. G. A. Loveland
Mrs. Lily R. Button
Laura M. Evans
Mrs. W. F. Baxter
Jeanette McDonald
Mrs. L. H. McKillip
Blanche Garten
Mrs. H. C. ,Johnston
L. H. Watson
J. M. Bates
Mrs. C. W. McCaskill
L. O. Horsky
Susie Callaway
Mrs. A. H. Jones
Mrs. H. F. Hole
Mary Ellsworth
L. O. Horsky
Margaret Diemer
Mrs. Glen Chapman
Mary Ellsworth
L. M. Gates
Mrs. H. C. Johnston
Harry Weakly
Addison Adams
Addison Adams
Fred W. Haecker
Mrs. Wilson Tout
R. Allyn Moser
Mrs. Myron H. Swenk
Earl W. Glandon
Mrs. Geo. Blinco
Mrs. Myron H. Swenk
Mrs. Myron H. Swenk
Adrian C. Fox
George Blinco
Louis M. Moos
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Hastings, May 9, 1952
Omaha, May 9, 1953

Levi L. Mohler
W. E. Eigsti

L. O. HOl'sky
Mrs. Geo. A. Spidel
(formerly Mrs. Dwight Thomas)
Mrs. Geo. A. Spidel

Valentine, May 21, 1954 W. E. Eigsti
Sioux City, Iowa, May 14, 1955
William F. Rapp
Kearney, May 4, 1956
Henry Baumgarten

Henry Sather
John C. W. Bliese

Recording Secretary
1899, E. H. Barbour
1901, R. H. Wolcott
1902, R. H. Wolcott
1903, R. H. Wolcott
1904, Myron H. Swenk
1905, Myron H. Swenk
1906, Myron H. Swenk

Treasurer
Lawrence Bruner
Charles Fordyce
August Eiche
August Eiche
August Eiche
F. H. Shoemaker
F. H. Shoemaker

Secretary
1907, Wilson Tout
1908, Myron H. Swenk
1909, Myron H. Swenk

Corresponding Sec'ty
R. H. Wolcott
J. C. Crawford, Jr.
J. C. Crawford, Jr.
J. C. Crawford, Jr.
E. H. Jones
Anna E. Caldwell
Elizabeth Van Sant

Treasurer
F. H. Shoemaker
F. H. Shoemaker
G. H. Pinneo
Secretary -Treasurer
1910, Myron H. Swenk
1911, Myron H. Swenk
1912, J. T. Zimmer
1913, J. T. Zimmer
1914, R. W. Dawson
1915-1936, Myron H. Swenk

Recording
1937, Mrs.
1938, Mrs.
1939, Mrs.
1940, Mrs.
1941, Mrs.
1942, Mrs.
1944, Mrs.
1946, Mrs.
1947, Mrs.

Secretary
Corresponding Sec'ty
Geo. W. TrineEarl W. Glandon
Geo. W. TrineEarl W. Glandon
A. H. Jones Earl W. Glandon
A. H. Jones Earl W. Glandon
A. H. Jones Earl W. Glandon
A. H. Jones Mrs. Myron H. Swenk
A. H. Jones Mrs. Myron H. Swenk
Glen ChapmanMrs. Myrcm H. Swenk
Glen Chapman Doris Gates

Treasurer
L. M. Gates
L. M. Gates
L. M. Gates
L. M. Gates
L. M. Gates
L. M. Gates
R. Allyn Moser
Mrs. A. M. Jones
Mrs. A. M. Jones

1948,
1949,
1950,
1951,

G.len ChapmanDoris Gates
Glen ChapmanDoris Gates
Glen ChapmanDoris Gates
W. E. Eigsti
D. Thomas

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

A.
A.
F.
F.

M. Jones
M. Jones
J. Patton
J. Patton

Nebraska Bird Review
Secretary
1952, W. E. Eigsti
1953, Doris Gates':'
1954, Doris Gates
1955, Mrs. John Lueshen
1956, Mrs. John Lueshen

7

Treasurer
Mrs. F. J. Patton
Mrs. F. J. Patton
Mrs. F. J. Patton
Mrs. O. W. Ritchey
Mrs. O. W. Ritchey

In 1949 Thomas B. Thorson was elected Custodian. In 1950 Miss Mary
Louise Hanson was elected to that post which she (now Mrs. C. G. Pritchard)
has held to this time.

*Clyde E. Pearson was elected Secretary but was unable to assume the
office.

HAROLD RAY BENCKESER

Friday, November 16, 1956, marked
the passing of one of the fine
bird students in the state of Nebraska. Harold Benckeser became a
member of N. O. D. in 1945 and
even before this time had begun
making studies of the bird life of
Custer and Logan Counties. In 1946
he moved to Brule in Keith County.
This is a particularly rich area for
avifauna since it includes parts of
the Platte River Valleys and the
large McConaughy Lake with its
cedar covered hills to the south.
Mr. Benckeser was a particularly careful observer. He noted such
things as the various materials of
which a nest was built and measured
the depth and diameter of it. He,
along with his brother-in-law, Clar-

ence (Bill) Huntley, gave many
reports of birds nesting in Keith
County and contributed regularly to
the Migration and Occurrence Report. He reported a number of "rare"
birds for the state of Nebraska.
Ironically, cancer, which was the
cause of his death, was aggravated
by sun and consequently his activities
had been much curtailed in the last
few years. He was 45.
In addition to his connections with
the N. O. D., Mr. Benckeser, belonged
to A. O. D. and the American
Forestry Association; and he worked
actively with the Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts. Our sincerest sympathies
go out to his wife, Irene-, and their
three daughters.
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THE GREATER PRAIRIE CHICKEN IN HISTORY
John V.
This Prairie Chicken story is a
long one. It covers a long period of
time and takes in a lot of territory.
I am not going to explain what the
differences are between the kinds of
grouse. Any pocket bird book will
tell all about them.
We have had at one time Ruffed
Grouse in eastern Nebraska, Greater
Prairie Chicken over most of the
state, and Sharp-tailed Grouse more
in the short grass areas in the
western part of the state. The largest of the family, the Sage Grouse,
lived in the panhandle. They have
all been called "chickens."
The Greater Prairie Chicken or
Pinnated Grouse at one time lived
in what is now the corn belt, and
at one time was plentiful in midwestern states. Now it is scarce in
most of its former range. Weare
not so much interested in trying to
do anything about the Sharp-tailed
Grouse as it covers most of its former
range and has extended it somewhat.
There is much short grass country
that will probably always be short
grass-from here north into Alaska
and west into Oregon and Washington. It looks as though the Sharptail can take care of itself for a
long time. Sharp-tailed Grouse have
moved farther east than in earlier
days and some Prairie Chicken lands
have been taken over by Pheasants.
This is not to say that anyone of
these birds drives away any other.
It is just that each of them likes
*Paper read at the Annual Meeting
of N. O. U. Kearney, May 4, 1956.

B~ck'"

a different kind of
short grass we
Sharp-tail range,
plowing we have
However, in places

land. With more
have primarily
and with more
Pleasant range.
they overlap.

My story about chickens, the
"square tail," genuine old blackmeated bird of our forefathers'
time, is a little different from anything I have ever seen written.
From snatches of history and tales
of the early days I began to doubt
that chickens were "thick" in Nebraska or any other place before we
began to farm. My grandfather
settled at Merrietta, Ohio, and
grubbed farm land out of the big
tree country of the Northwest Territory in about 1833. He said Prairie
Chickens moved in. Then he said the
same thing about chickens later at
Spence, Indiana. As soon as they
began to farm, again in a timber
country. the chickens moved in
After 1866 he moved to Iowa and
again the chickens moved in when
he grubbed out a farm. They became rather plentiful in all these
places and I have been told how they
were hunted and trapped for the
market after the railroads came.
When my father homesteaded in the
northwestern part of Kansas near
St. Francis where I was born, new
farming was started and he also
said the chickens moved in.
Buechler and Barr (1920) state
that elk, buffalo, deer and antelope
were plentiful but chickens WeN!
scarce. Around Burwell, some of the
old timers told about the elk and
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deer and antelope, but not much
about chickens at first. When the
first wheat was planted around
Kimball, when the short-grass sheeplands were first plowed, I have been
t'Old the chickens moved in.
Noone has ever been able to tell
me where they moved from. I think
that these early farmers made a
better habitat for the Prairie Chickens! There were a few all the time.
We know the Indians knew chickens
and had fables about them. Some
of our Indians did some farming,
notably the Pawne'es and the Mandans, and probably their corn and
pumpkin fields helped feed some
chickens.
If chickens became numerous once
because of improved habitat, it
seems reasonable that they might
increase again if farm lands are
properly handled.
The Lincoln City Library had one
book about the Ruffed Grouse but
we found no' book written about
Prairie Chickens except some pamphlets by game men. There were
small chapters in several books, but
none tells all the story of the Prairie
Chicken as I know it.
In The Nebraska Bird Review
(V:D), Swenk tells about the Prairie
Chickens Lewis and Clark found
along the Missouri River in 1806, but
no where does he say they killed one
although he tells about the other
birds they saw, shot and ate. Other
early explorers as Pike, Long,
Mollet Brothers and French and
Spanish explorers said little or
nothing about chickens. Later, many
were harvested and shipped from
Nebraska. This is the best information I have on the subject.
Drannan (1866) tells of his trip
along the Santa Fe Trail with Kit
Carson and how they saw plenty of

coyotes, jackrabbits, pralne dogs,
owls, antelope, deer, and buffalo:
but chickens were not mentioned.
In Parkman's "The Oregon Trail"
he tells about crossing eastern
Kansas along the Blue River into
southeastern Nebraska in 1846 and
says "not even a prairie hen is to
be had"; but four years later when
he came down the Arkansas River
east 'Of Cow Creek, plenty of Prairie
Chickens were seen in the country
of the Shawnees "where the maze
st'O'Od high." This was Indian farming.
I asked members of the staff of
the State Historical Society for information. In all their reports there
was only one of chickens and that
just said "prairie chicken." I asked
if the Indians had ever used chickens at all, their eggs or feathers.
They said, "No, but different kinds
of hawks, eagles, ducks, snipes, and
geese had been found; and a catamount and one grizzly bear." I wondered if the remains of chickens
would deteriorate faster than the
other birds. They said, "No, they
just weTe not there." They had
wondered at times that no Passenger
Pigeons had ever showed up in N ebraska, but this was the first time
they had missed the Prairie Chicken.
An Indian could surely catch chickens if he could catch eagles.
Cooke (1900) states that the first
chicken nested in Colorado in 1899.
Edminster (1954) says they first
appeared in North Dakota in 1870.
Bakel' (1953) reports that the Greater Prairie Chicken lived in the tall
grassland prairies of the eastern
and southern pal'ts of the United
States. What he means by that I
don't know.
To me this pretty well proves that
the chickens did increase. In the late
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lROO's they were estimated at as
many as one to every six acres 01'
even more. A man could kill more
than a hundred per day and ship
them out in carloads, even in the
very eastern counties of the state.
Colorado was the last stand of the
market hunters.

"breaded pork chops" off the floor
of the pans; then the starter. meal.
How much per bird do you suppose
the State of Kansas would ask for
these pen-raised Prairie Chickens?

If we lost every quail or Pheasant
in the state, we would know Just
how to get them started again. But
if the chickens are killed, they
would follow the Heath Hen. None
of the grouse family lends itself to
being raised in pens. The chicks will
not readily feed from hoppers nor
drink from fountains. Both Quail
and Pheasants will. Grouse pick insects from grass and the insects
must be moving to interest them.
Drops of dew is their source of water.
People have tried to raise chickens
for years but with little success.

Nebraska has some pretty good
Prairie Chicken range along the
eastern part of the sandhill regions
where .the tall grass range-lands
meet the farming lands. Since the
chickens have to have tall grasses
for nesting, roosting and weathering hard winters, bunch and bluestem native prairie is suitable. They
need some grain for feed. It so
happens that proper handling of the
sandhill grass for cattle is about
right for chickens. To pasture or
mow about half the grass and to
leave half is about right. Nebraska
will probably always have· some
chickens even if nothing is done to
help them.

Coats of Kansas (1955) reports
how he and his co-workers raised
50 birds. For water they sprayed
screen wire and the drops collected
on the screen. This was the only
water the chieks were interested in
for awhile. In about 10 days they
learned to drink water. For feed
they put small meal worms in pie
tins with slopping sides and as
these worms tried to crawl out, the
chicks started to eat them but paid
no attention to those on the bottom
of the pans. It was found that these
worms were not a balanced diet for
Prairie Chickens, so they made
what they called "breaded pork
chops" for them. The worms were
dipped in egg yoke, rolJed in chiek
starter meal which was not so thick
that the worms could not crawl up
the sides of the tins. In about 10
days the chicks learned to eat

Dr. Hornaday
(1914)
thought
Prairie Chickens migrated to such
an extent that he tried to have them
placed under the Federal Migratory
Bird Act along with ducks and
geese. We know they migrate some
in this state. In winter we see flocks
in counties where they have not
been for several summers. Until
someone establishe·s that there are
booming grounds, young, and nesting
areas in counties as far e3st as Otoe
and Lancaster, we consider them
migrating flocks. We know that
these flocks seem to be made up
mostly of hens and young cocks of
the year. Why they do so much
migrating is not known. They may
be extending into a good habitat.
Game men think that no part of Nebraska is so far from chickens that,
conditions being right, they have
enough seed stock to again populate
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any area. We don't know as yet
what will happen to the Soil Bank
Plan, but along with soil, land, and
water conservation could come conditions that would make again for
chickens in lots of territory.
This chicken business is a very
worthy cause, and I believe it is not
a lost one. Weare in time. Weare
not getting there with too little, too
late. I am not speaking only from
the bird dog and hunter's standpoint
for that "old square tail" is a good
game bird. There are sentimental
reasons, too, for us to want to help
save this bird-even if we never
again harvest one. Across our state
in the homesteading days, with the
exception of the very first, chickens
were plentiful. They helped our
pioneers in hard times and' they
just about made life durable for

these people immediately after the
Civil War. Sometimes I wonder what
would have become of early settlers
if it had not been for the chickens.
The National Wildlife Federation
has set up a Prairie Chicken committee made up of representatives
from all the midwestern states to
establish a refuge for chickens. N ebraska has a good chance of getting
it. About 60,000 acres will be set
aside. The Husker Bird Dog Club
and other organizations have offered
any help they can give this committee.
As a bird-dog man, I hope the
chickens come back and that my
grandsons may enjoy days afield as
I have. I am sure that each of you
has reasons, too, to want the return
of the Greater Prairie Chicken.
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General Notes
SHRIKE MIGRATION IN CENTRAL NEBRASKA.-There were so many
shrike's (a type of Loggerhead Shrike) on fences and telephone lines that
we decided to count them as we traveled toward Kearney May 3, 1956.
George Blinco tallied them while Mrs. Blinco and I counted. Between
Alliance and Dunning we counte'd 235 and 148 of these were counted
between Thedford and Dunning, a distance of 27 miles. We gave up cOlmting
but noticed that there were many all along the way.
I traveled the same road May 26 and again June 2 an] saw no
shrikes along this road.-Doris Gate.q
MOCKINGBIRD AT HASTING8.-We first noticed a Mockingbird November 11, 1955, and I have seen it practically everyday since (date, J anuary 23, 1956), often eight or more times "t close range and also in flight.
It began by coming to the bird bath where I try to keep a coffee can of
water from freezing by adding a few drops of glycerine and making
frequent changes of cans. Later it has come to the feeding shelf in an east
window where it sometim~s breakfasts on suet outside the glass while
Mother and I breakfast on the inside. I told Mrs. A. M.J ones of my discovery and asked her to come out to see it. At that time it was coming at
regular intervals of about 30 minutes every morning. She came out and
saw it twice while she was here, both times at close range. The bird has
been very obliging and several people have seen it. In addition to seeing it
eat suet, I have seen it eat the berries of the bittersweet vine. I believe
it spends the nights in the big juniper in the backyard. I often hear its
rather harsh call note but it hasn't done any siriging. Last J nne I saw
a Mockingbird perched on abrtish 'pile on a vacant lot east of our garden.
As I worked I enjoyed the delightful concert of most varied and facinating
songs. I did not see or hear this bird again 'and I doubt its having been
in this area the entire season:' There is a possibility that our present
bird may have an injured leg'.:Occasionly it seems to pel'eh on only one
leg. However, at most times it uses both feet in a normal inanneral'l'd 1
can see nothing wrong with' either. I'll have to admit, however, that in
spite of its seeming friendliness the bird:' is <iuite shy and doesn't submit
to any "microscopic study!"
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The Mockingbird came regularly until February. Then a week or so
later I learned that it was over at our neighbors where there are lots of
berries of various kinds. February 20 I saw it again in a tree near the
back of our lot. I didn't see it again until March 6 when it was perched
in our apple tree. Later in the day I heard it in the evergreens closer to
the house. I haven't seen it in the bird bath since February 1. March 26
I became conscious of a bird singing close by. Part of the time it sounded
like a Robin and then it was like a Cardina.l. Then it occurred to me
that it might be the Mockingbird so I looked around and found it. I have
been seeing it occasionally. I hope it will stay.-Vera Maunder
NATURE LOVERS CLUB, SCOTTSBLUFF.-We have over 50 members
mostly from Scottsbluff and Gering. Our new officers are Mrs. Carl Franzen, president; Frank Anderson, vice president; and Mrs. M. A. J. Olson,
secretary-treasurer. Mary Ann Wake is chairman of the Bird count Committee and Mrs. Roy Witschy handles the work of the Junior Audubon
Club which is active during the summer.
Our club meets once a month. During the winter we have evening
meetings at the city library and our programs usually include slides or
movies of birds or wild flowers. Starting with April we have early morning
field trips which are scheduled for the third Saturday of each month
this year. Our members keep notes on the arrival of migrating birds and
summer residents.
House Finches started arriving in Scottsbluff and Gering late in March
and later started their nesting. Their songs can be heard in both towns. Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Anderson visited Winter Creek Lake April 7 and saw
235 White Pelicans, 70 Snow Geese, and Sandhill Cranes as wen as Avocets,
Long-billed Curlews and grebes.
Many Evening Grosbeaks appeared in Gering during March and April.
They have been feeding on hackberries. A pair of Cardinals wintered in
Scottsbluff. This is a rare bird in our vicinity and we are hoping they
stay. Frank Anderson has discovered a Red-tailed Hawk nesting on a
ledge on Scotts Bluff Monument.-Mrs. Jack W. Brashear
STAPLETON.-This winter and during past winters that were similarly
cold and persistant, I have studied the Horned Larks, and have come to
the firm conclusion that the Saskatchewan race of Horned Lark leaves
for more pleasant locations and are replaced by the Hoyt's when winter
is severe.
Three Harris's Sparrows have visited our feeding tables all winter
so far (February 28, 1956). A Mockingbird came to our bird bath October 31
and visted us irregularly but rather frequently until January 25. It did
not feed at the tables. One spent the winter of 1946-47 here and was heard
singing early-late February or early March, I think it was. Juncos of
various hues, four Chickadees, Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers, Goldfinches
and Pine Siskins also have been regular visitors.
I was out on the mail route I used to carry a week ago and there
was the Golden Eagle on top of his windmill. (Review XXIV: I)-Earl
W. Glandon

14

Nebraska Bird Review

Excerpts From Letters To The Editors
"Lloyd saw a flock of about 200 Redpolls feeding on weeel seed along a
country road southwest of Plainview. This is the first time he had ever
seen so many in one flock and :"e;;~;'ng in this manner.
"January 18 (1956) he saw four Snow Buntings north of Royal near
Verdigree. They were with a flock of Horned Larks. This is only the second time we have seen the Snow Bunting in this vicinity."-Ml's. Lloyd
Seabury, Plainview
"I have had fun this week watching starlings feeding in the snow.
I threw some table scraps on the ground during a snow storm and they
were pretty well covered with snow. The Starlings dug the scraps out
by using their bills in a very peculiar manner, something like the action
of a pair of pliers. They would thrust their bills into the snow closed,
then ope'n them. The lower mandible seemed to do most of the work."-J:1rs.
Glenn Viehmeyer, North Platte
"On the 23rd of December (1955) a plum thicket was alive with small
birds. I hurried to get the field glasses. While I watched, several came
near to feed in a bunch of tumble weeds and I needed no glass. Awl so
we have had Redpolls with us everyday since. (Febrauary 23). They seem to
feed in the open during the day, but each evening they come in about
the lawn and finally cross to the Cedars for the night."-Ml's. Donald Held,
Elsmere
"Burton Nelson was just out to the TV tower and collected 942 LaDl.and Longspurs found dead from hitting the tower. Even then he did not
pick them all up off the ground. These birds have accumulated since the
building of the tower a month ago." (Dated February 9, 1956)-W. E.
Eigsti, Hastings
"This winter has been most unusual for birds in this area. November
15, 1955, we saw two Golden Eagles, the first we had ever seen. In all
the years I have been "birding' I had never seen a White-')l'easted Nuthatch in Superior until December 26, 1955. For years we have had the
Red-breasted Nuthatch during the winter. December 30-31 we saw a
male Purple Finch in our yard but no female. The Tufted Titmouse has
been around since August. It seems so strange that we should have so
many extras this year."-lvIrs. Earle L. Lionberger, Superior
"There was the song of the Yellow Warbler this morning, followed by
a Western Kingbird and a Cardinal, Bob-white and Pine Siskin. At least
that Starling in the corner of the church is versatile! Still, there is something incongruous about a Yellow Warbler with the temperature around
zero." (Dated December 16, 1955)-Carol Kinch, Lexington
"In the yard at the same time were the following: Juncos, Starlings,
English Sparrows, a pair of Cardinals, two Blue Jays, two White-breasted
Nuthatches, and eight Brown Creepers."-MTS. George Spidel, Lincoln
"We had a Brown Thrasher's nest 18 inches from the west wall of
our house and six feet high in a woodbine for years until a storm blew
it down. I do not recall any other nest of this kind so close to a house."
-Oscar Alexis, Lincoln
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"Harris Sparrows are quite common in this area (February 24, 1956).
A considerable number feed and drink daily at my feeding station outside
the kitchen windows. They are very fond of suet and compete quite energetically with the Chickadees and Woodpeckers. Juncos also have learned the trick.
I put suet· in twig stubs on a tree branch near the windows and on a
window shelf. Other feed and water are on the ground below. \Ve have
counted up to 14 Harris Spal'l'ows feeding at a time. They are quite tame."
-W. J. Chase, Alexandria
"We have had a Blue Jay here all winter, and February 23 (1956)
we saw an Evening Grosbeak which is unusual. We also had hundreds
of Lapland Longspurs of which many perished in a storm in January.
We have had an unusual number of Cardinals. Other birds which are common are the Chickadee, Flicker, Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers, Brown
Creepers, English Sparrows, Starlings, Juncos, Great Horned Owl, and
Screech Owl."-Elsie Thompson, Riverton
"From January 1 to March 21, 1956, my six pupils and I saw 23 kinds
of birds--mostly on the school grounds. They include Cardinals, Downy
Woodpeckers, Chickadees, Tufted Titmice, Red-bellied Woodpeckers, Redheaded Woodpeckers, Harris Sparrows, Tree Sparrows, Juncos, Robins,
Quail, Meadowlark, Redwing, Cedar Waxwing, Turkey Vulture, Crow,
Horned Lark, White-breasted Nuthatch, Pheasant, Red-tailed Hawk, Killdeer, and FJicker."~M1·s. Rose Junker, Fairbury
"We had a large flock of Evening Grosbeaks in our yard this spring.
Once they lit in the trees, with the leaves out just enough to make the
trees sort of a filmy green, they blended so well that many times I
couldn't even see a bird until it flew." (Dated May 4, 1956) Mrs. Gail
Shickley, N01·th Platte
"Yesterday (May 20, 1956) I saw 41 species of birds. Among them
were many Bank Swallows, House Wrens, Brown Thrashers, Olive-backed
Thrushes, Bell's Vireos, Chats, and Lark Buntings though the Lark Buntings weren't as plentiful as in some years. Bob-whites are increasing.
This time I didn't see any Catbirds."-lola Pennington, TVauneta
"Our club members are scattered along Pine Creek and McNamara
Lake. Some also live in town. We are working on field trips of half
days four or five times a week and sometimes whole days. One misty
day we saw Parula \Varblers flitting among the ce:!ars and pines. They
were beautiful, 81so very quick in movement as they darte'i for inseds."
-]111'8. George Mills, Long Pine
"We had the usual birds at the 'farm' this winter. Tree Sparrows,
Juncos and Chickadees are not quite so numerous. Cardinals raised some
young last year and we have three or four now. Hairy and Downy W oodpeekers are the same but there are more Flickers. One pecked a hole in
the west gable and I tinned it, but he moved over two feet and made
another. I left that one open."-Allen Madison, North Platte
"Harris's Sparrows have been in our yard frequently this winter,
especially in January. I have seen Pine Siskins only three times. Usually
they are here almost every day."-Vera Maunder, Hastings
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Book Reviews
NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS OF PREY. Alexander Sprunt, Jr. Harpe;'
& Brothers, New York, 1955: 227 pp. $5.00.
Under the sponsorship of the National Aud~lbon Society, Alexandel'
Sprunt has, authored a book giving descriptions of the Vultures, Kites, Accipit··
ers, Buteos, Eagles, Harriers, Ospreys, Caracaras, Falcons and Owls of
North America. Their range, history and food habits are included. Colol'
plates by Allan Brooks and black and white illustrations by R. T. Peterson
are used. In his introduction, Mr. Sprunt effectively explains the place of
preditory birds in the scheme of nature, and asks that those interested carry
out educational programs relative to these birds in their local areas.-DG

